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By Ahmad Darwish and Rauf Agha 

Please listen to the relative mp3 file 

The first verse in Koran is made-up of 21 letters, 10 of 
them are unique, which is subject of our first lesson 

Enjoy in the Name of Allah  

Lesson 1 

 بسم االله الرحمن الرحيم

 
Letter  1st letter Example English Example  Translitrature Letter’s name Arabic Letter’s Name 

اءب  ’en  pen   paaب  بـ    
 سين  oon  soon  seenسـ  سـ
ـم  م ercury mercury meem  ميم 
bismi  سْمِـِـب  بسم    In the name of  
 (hamza over Alif) ألف larm  Alarm  Alifأ  أ
  
 merged in next one – see next letter  لـ
  لام amp  Lampلـ  لـ
 Americaa  اAmeric  ا



 هاء   ’at  Hat haaه  ه
Allah  االله proper noun of the Creator (does not mean God)  
 (hamza over Alif) ألف larm  Alarm  Alifأ  أ
 merged in next one – see next letter  لـ
  oom roomر  ر
 amper hamperحـ  حـ
 ميم  ercury mercury meemمـ  م
 نون ice  nice  nuunن  ن
ArRahman    الرحمن   al=the Rahman = Merciful 
 
 (hamza over Alif) ألف larm  Alarm  Alifأ  أ
 merged in next one – see next letter  لـ
  oom roomر  ر
 amper hamperحـ  حـ
 n  seenيـs يـ  يـ
 ميم  ercury mercury meemمـ  م
ArRaheem    الرحيم   al=the Raheem = Most Merciful 
 
 

Vowels 
Placed above or under the letter and read as follow 

 
 -ِ  I      kasra 
 -ْ  consonant    sukun 
 -ُ  u      damma 
َ -  a      fat-ha 

bismi  بِـسْمِـ  بسم    In the name of  
 
Each letter has 2 IDs:  

1. The place from where it is read  
2. How it sounds 
 


